25. EAST LONDON AND ITS INDIAN RESIDENTS

We reproduce in another column a temperate leading article from the
East London Despatch on the question of the right of British Indians to hold
landed property within that borough. Our contemporary has based it
on the incident of an Indian having lately bought a piece of land in a
principal street there for which he has paid a handsome price. We en-
tirely agree with our contemporary that the Town Council should strictly
enforce the building regulations so as to prevent the erection of shanties,
and we assure it that if the Town Council will only do its duty in that
direction, the ever-docile and law-abiding Indians would never think of
building structures in breach of regulations, And in proof of our state-
ment, we cite the splendid buildings that have been erected by Indian
merchants in Grey Street and elsewhere in Durban, The chief thing is to
treat the Indian as a fellow-being and fellow-subject. And we doubt
not that there is an effective remedy against undue or unfair competition,
and the defects that are usually and often unfairly ascribed to Indians,
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26. THE PLAGUE AND RED TAPE
Complaints have been received by us from several correspondents
to the effect that, although the plague restrictions on Indian departures
from Natal to the Transvaal have been removed, authorised British Indians
are required to take out medical certificates costing them 10s. 6d. each,
and are still subjected to medical inspection at Volksrust The medical
officer gives them letters addressed to the Magistrate, saying that they
are to be under medical surveillance for ten days. This appears to us to be
red tape with a vengeance. If the harassment is to continue in spite of the
removal of the regulations, we do not know the meaning of the cancella-
tion of the Plague Notice of the Transvaal Government. The taking
out of the medical certificate and payment of half a guinea therefor arc a
totally unnecessary tax on the poor refugees, and the sooner the Govern-
ment in the Transvaal issue the necessary instructions to their officials,
the better it will be for the Indian refugees. As it is, these poor people
have been put to no end of trouble and inconvenience for the last nine
months in the name of sanitary and health precautions, when thousands
of other people from Natal have been freely allowed to enter the Transvaal
without the slightest medical inspection or supervision.
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